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and bleeding profusely, others with rigor mortis,

half-eaten by dogs. .,:,.l,ég/"u k3043 Jdﬂ/l(:afl

Some of these bodies were young boys. Boys who
were killed senselessly, some of them dying slowly (,2025(,528:2)

as they bled out, terrified and alone, while their O S Ty 'U”---“LH_J//L, 16 02 =1
mothers agonised over why their sons had not ,J/.L:‘_Jv.d-ua.ii‘tlz,_i’;v,wc-_ ffz’gtj..lzl-f.:,;.wuﬂel
come home that night. For the rest of the world, i i;_/',éi'fj/’;:url,if, oL
they became just another number in the grim ST chbf(/f;)};_w w!’03—uuiﬂ
statistic of people killed in Gaza so far — now more
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than 45,500, according to the Ministry of Health. i oS o
sl - f($.s ”
In the rare moments of quiet and between the | ““ ISP S e S T3 5:8,5208

) . - l,__, | Filisd
chaos of constant crises, | reflect on everything i _ ) S ieT
around me and ask myself: “What hope?”. JASTIIE 218 RGBS 38T 15,508 54
Courtesy: L&Llrrygdu-‘-iﬂih?slur """J..-,—“—L.Q,Jim’_’“,lb.ﬁ
https.//www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2025/1/7/no- eIz

food-no-sleep-no-hope-in-gaza
About the author: Olga Cherevko is a staff member
with the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
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No food, no sleep, no hope in Gaza

Even those who are supposed to help and bring relief in Gaza are falling into despair.

(By: Olga Cherevko)

| have spent a total of four years in Gaza, six months
of them during the ongoing war. | have never felt
so helpless in the face of the formidable war
machine that shoves a new bullet into its gun as
soon as it has fired the previous one, while having
a seemingly unlimited supply of ammunition.

In September, | spoke to a matriarch who ran a
shelter for displaced people in Khan Younis. | asked
her what hope she had about the prospect of
peace. She pointed at a small girl holding her
mother’s hand and sucking her thumb. “Her father
was killed when their house was bombed five days
ago, and they've not been able to retrieve his body
from the rubble because the area is under constant
fire,” she said. “What hope?”

In hopeless Gaza, sleep is among the most precious
commodities. Back in January, we would run to the
window to watch the plume of smaoke painting the
sky after a particularly loud and close hit. But with
time, they have become so commonplace that
hardly anyone bothers to look any more.

On an average night in my neighbourhood in Deir
el-Balah, bombardment would start at night, just as
people would prepare to try to sleep. We would
hear the whistling of a missile and then a loud
explosion, shaking the windows. The blast would
wake up the local dogs, the donkeys, the babies
and any other soul who dared to sleep, starting a
chain reaction of barking, crying and other agitated
noises. More bombs would come that would then
be followed by various types of gunfire until all
quiets down for a short while. The dawn call to
prayer would usually trigger another series of
attacks.

The apocalyptic scenes that everyone sees on TV
are even more harrowing in person. | often find
myself deleting photos and videos from my phone
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because the camera does not do justice to just how
grotesque the surroundings appear to the naked
eye.

My dear friend Khaled, who runs community
kitchens across Gaza, worried that soon there
would be no food at all and his kitchens would have
to close. | struggled to find anything helpful to say
to him given the reality around us and would cry
every time we spoke, as | too was losing hope.
“Don't cry, Olga,” he always said. “Be strong, like
we are.” Indeed, the strength of Palestinians is
unparalleled.

In November, the Famine Review Committee, an ad
hoc body of international technical experts that
reviews potential
identified by the United Nations and other actors,
published a report, ringing another alarm over the
imminent threat of famine, particularly in the
beleaguered north of Gaza. Since then, things have
only been getting worse. On several occasions, |
saw people scooping up dirty flour that had spilled
on the road after some bags of flour had fallen off
an aid truck.

Prioritising the most vulnerable in Gaza is a

classifications of famine

hopeless task since there is almost no aid to
provide. With 100 percent of a population of about
2.3 million people in need, do you choose to help a
pregnant woman, a domestic violence survivor, or
someone who is homeless and disabled? Do you
look for all of these risks in a single person? The
agony of these choices will keep us awake long
after our jobs in Gaza end.

During the months we have spent in Gaza, my
colleagues and | have witnessed so much pain,
tragedy and death that we are at a loss for words
to convey the horror. We have picked up dead
bodies from the side of the road — some still warm
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